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vance a small step forward. He introduced an amendment which would
have levied duties on the "home valuation" of imports, rather than on
the "foreign valuation/' thus increasing revenue, eliminating fraud,
and providing a little protection. He was defeated, 25-17, but he was
not discouraged. He tried again with no better success a few days later,
\vhen he offered the proposal as an amendment to the sundry civil ap-
propriation bill. The House in the meantime held back Cobb's loan bill
until the final amounts of the appropriations could be learned. Then
the authorization was changed to provide a loan of $20,000,000 at 5 per
cent and passed. The Republicans had wheeled their guns into position
and fired the opening volley in a new tariff fight.
Thus ended the battle for economy. The Democratic leaders had won
some notable successes, but the Utah expedition and the threat of foreign
war had caused the appropriation of $9,000,000 more than the preceding
session of Congress had voted. The panic and the Utah trouble had in-
creased the public debt by $16,000,000 during the fiscal year, July 1,1857,
to June 30,1858, and forced the prospect of borrowing some $20,000,000
in the fiscal period about to commence. The bitter struggle for money
had widened the political divisions and intensified the rival attitudes
which encouraged them.
VII
Congress had made its record, and the pages were not encouraging
reading. Sectional controversy, quarreling over money, fraud, and cor-
ruption gave little heart to patriots troubled over the inefficiency of re-
publican government. More disquieting, however, were the free and
frequent expressions of lack of confidence, disillusionment, and despair
of the future. Even doubts of the success of the American experiment
were recorded.
John Bell, old-line Whig Senator from Tennessee, uttered a solemn
warning. He was sure that at no period in the last thirty years had so
many circumstances conspired to awaken apprehension about the fu-
ture. The chief threat, he believed, was "the extreme and anomalous
party action to which the Government has been subjected by the preva-
lence of party spirit stimulated to excess by the magnitude of the prize